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The United Methodist House in Chautauqua  

is open year round for Retreats,  

rest and renewal and family gatherings. 

            For information and reservations  

            please call 716  357-4045. 

===============================  

 the president’s message... 

 
It stretches across the front of the building, invites persons to gather with its places to sit, its water to drink, its shade from 

the heat of the day, and its faces waiting to greet. It opens up onto the main thoroughfare and sits across from the 
community’s primary location for lectures and concerts and Sunday worship. It harkens back to a day that many claim has 

passed from the scene, what with decks that face the back of the house where one can sit, enjoy the solitude, and never be 

required to greet the neighbor or the stranger. 
 

 “It”, of course, is the porch; the “building” of course is The United Methodist House; the other items are means of 

hospitality- a place to sit, a face that welcomes, a drink of water and perhaps a cookie. On this porch, a porch that opens to 
the grounds of the Institution and is not hidden away in the backyard, invites all, greets all, welcomes all, and serves all.  

The House extends its greetings outward. It does this in the name of the Christ whose spirit of hospitality has always been 

a key to the Wesleyan emphasis: is your heart as my heart, give me your hand. 
 

 I am very pleased to greet all of you as one of the members of the Board of Directors. The Board is called upon to 

do the necessary “institutional” business that permits the porch to be a place of welcome for all at the Chautauqua 
Institution. I believe all Board members are pleased that God has graced us with this responsibility to insure we have 

Chaplains in the summer, places to sleep and pray and study and chat and listen to music from the amphitheater, a hostess 

and host who do so much to make the concept of welcome a living reality, that the bills are paid and the flowers watered 
and that this House is open all year for whomsoever will come. And, of course, we of the current Board are in a long line 

of responsible and hospitable persons who have for nearly 125 years developed our traditions in this most unique of 

communities. 
 

 We covet your prayers and we solicit your tender thoughts as we enter this fall and winter season, that the work 

we do enrich the spirit of this place and nurture the ministry of the porch. 
  

 Grace and peace be upon you, and the ministries of your congregations and your homes that you, too, have a 

“porch” where people can gather and become a communion of love. 
 

   

                                                                    Paul Womack 
                                                                                                                       United Methodist House President       
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Greetings from our United Methodist House Couple 
 

As this 123
rd

 year of hospitality at the United Methodist House summer season comes to a close, we are overwhelmed by 
the constant support and attention given to the mission by so very many people.  While Bob and I have the enormous 

blessing of often being the face seen when folks visit the House, it is the efforts of many that keep it such an oasis of 

welcome.  While I hesitate to “name names” due to the risk of missing someone, I express gratitude to the following: 
 

Our chaplains: Rev. Sarah Daniels Roncolato, Rev. Richard E. Barton, Rev. Bill Gottshalk-Fielding, Rev. Robert G. 

Stutes, Rev. Paul D. Taylor, Rev. Betty Ann Buckley, The Rev. Dr. Wendy Deichmann, Rev. John D. Miller, Rev. Beth 
McKee, The Rev. Dr. Donald G. Scandrol. 

Our Tea Groups:  Fairview UMC, Clarence UMC, Edinboro UMC, Youngsville First UMC/Youngsville Evangelical 

UMC, Cuba UMC, Dewittville UMC, Stone UMC. Orchard Park, UMC/Orchard Park Emmanuel UMC. 
Our Soloists:  Bill and Alice Ward, Wayne Furman, Bob Richards, Tim Mattocks, Magdalena Ondicova, Anna Womack, 

Juanita Jackson, Lois Sandberg, Barbara Crounse. 

Our wonderful organist: Janet Fitts. 

Our Sunday morning greeters:  

All those who gave flowers to grace our altar and porch. 

Debbie Caruso, secretary at Hurlbut for being the voice of the United Methodist House when our guests call for 
reservations, providing our bulletins, and so many other support tasks, summer and winter. 

Hurlbut Memorial Church for their meal ministry and our Tuesday lunches. 

Gretchen Golibersuch: who added her delightful piano music to some of our Teas. 
Jenna Crist and Ashley Caruso: for keeping our House so ready for guests. 

Work Weekend crews: who give tirelessly of their time and energy. 

Dave and Cindy Shuff: our retreat season hosts, who are always available to help us in the summer too.  
Bruce and Barbara Burr: who are always available for anything needed and for their help by replacing us for a long 

weekend so we could attend a family wedding. 

Our guests: who have stayed with us a week at a time for wonderful conversation, friendly words and ready smiles. 
Our porch visitors: who stop by for coffee, who lunch on our porch on Sundays, who meet friends and maybe even take 

a nap for knowing they are welcome. 

And our amazing Board of the United Methodist House who clean, repair, paint, fix, suggest, decide and set the “tone” 
of openness and welcome for which we are known.   Bob and I thank each of you for a wonderful summer!                                   
             

  Karen Douds 
 

 

                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Our Coffee Angel Supplies Our Needs! 
 

For the third season in a row, the UMH's "coffee angel" has provided enough     

fair-trade decaf and regular coffee to last all summer!  What a treat it is to come 

onto the porch and go to the stainless thermos "pumpers" and get a cup of 
steaming hot coffee!  The only requirement has been that we can't charge anyone 

for coffee!  It's free!  A number of guests so appreciate this service that they 

have made additional donations in the spirit of the coffee angel, so that the 
circles of generosity continue to grow!  Karen and Bob have added pitchers of 

lemonade and iced tea on very hot days (in addition to our cold water dispenser 

that is always ready for use!) which has also been very popular with our guests. 
 Many times, the women bringing the tea and cookies for the Denominational 

House Teas on Tuesdays bring so many cookies that they continue to be shared 

all week. The spirit of hospitality is alive and well on our porch!                                       
Come on by and sit a spell! 

Bob & Nancy Richards 

 
In an effort to cut down on 

cost and be            
ecologically responsible,                       

the communications 
committee will be offering an 

electronic alternative for 
receiving the                      

United Methodist House News. 
If you would prefer to receive 
your copy of the newsletter by 
email, please let us know by 

sending your email address to 
cstow.umc@netsync.net. 



 

The United Methodist House News              page 3 

Property Committee    
 

 This has been an uneventful summer at the house from the property committee’s standpoint. Nothing went wrong 
at the house at all. Everything worked all summer long. Hosanna!!! 
 

 This summer we replaced all the refrigerators in the guestrooms, they are a new type; they have separate doors for 

the freezer and refrigerator. We also, had the patio area completely redone to match the sidewalk. We also replaced all the 

mattresses and box springs in the guestrooms.  In the kitchen we replaced the two smaller refrigerators with one very 
LARGE one. We gained some space to have a set of shelving installed.  I hope that you all know that storage space is very 

much at a premium in the house. We benefited from a donor’s generosity; they gave us a wicker planter, floor lamp, a 

framed mirror and a cabinet. They were all in white. They have made a wonderful addition to the house. 
 

We have made plans for the Fall Workday, which will be held on October 29
th
 starting around 9:00 AM. We will 

be putting the house in order for the rest of the retreat season. We will need your help to finish all that we have planned 

for this day. Remember that the house will be available to stay at for the weekend for anyone who comes to work that 

Saturday. Anyone who comes will be assured of a fun time, as we work together for the good of the house. It is those 
people who come and work who enable us to keep our costs down. For, if we didn’t have volunteers to come and work we 

would have to pay someone else to come and do the work. 
 

 During the retreat season we will have the entire upstairs rug replaced. We will also have vinyl flooring installed 

under the sinks in each room. The current rug has been down since the big renovation project. We are looking at next 
spring to having the chapel walls painted. They too have not been touched since that big renovation. 
 

 The committee is pondering many small projects and ideas suggested by our guests. We will carefully look at all 

of them and decide which ones will enhance the house and which will not. If you have something that you would like the 
committee to consider, please feel free to contact me at chonnie@velocity.net. 

                Thanking you for your support 

           Chuck Bolan, Property Chairman 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Saying Thanks 
      This year six members of our Board of Trustees moved 

on to the next places in their journey.  As a way of 

expressing our gratitude for their willingness to share their 

leadership and resources, each was presented with a gift.  

The framed print is a reproduction of the work at the bottom 

of the main staircase in the UM House.   
      Several years ago, Reverend Paul and Barbara Schrading 

were guests at the house.  That week, Barbara painted the 

piece that now hangs next to a photo of her painting it. Since 

their stay, Barbara lost her battle with cancer.   

     The print is given with gratitude in her honor.  
 
 

 

WELCOME BACK TO BOARD MEMBERS! 
+  +  + 

United Methodist House Trustees 
 

Class of 2014 Western New York Trustees 

 Brenda Baird Lee Mount Carolyn Stow 

 

Class of 2013 Western Pennsylvania Trustees 

 Chuck Bolan  Larry Homitsky Beth Nelson  
 

Class of 2012 Chautauqua Community Trustees 

 Laura Corey             Ed Paul  David Shuff  
 Don Weaver        J. Howard Wright 
 

Ex-Officio  

 Joe Patterson Sherri Rood   

 Paul Womack                Judie Peterson 
 

Retreat Season Hostess                     Summer Host Couple 

Cindy Shuff                                          Karen and Bob Douds 
 

Newsletter Editor & Assistant 

Carolyn Stow 
Debbie Caruso 

 

 

 
 

Pictured from the left: Bruce Burr, Avion Brooks, 

Larry Baird, Matt Goleibersuch  
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2011 Annual Meeting of the Membership 
 

 On July 13, 2011, the 123
rd
 annual meeting of the membership of the United Methodist House took place.  The 

afternoon was filled with business, presentations, reports, fellowship, music, prayer and hospitality.  “When we participate 

in such events,” said Paul Womack, incoming president, “we are standing on a cloud of witnesses.”   By holding to the 

annual tradition of gathering, celebrating successes, and naming those whose work resulted in our successes, we hold on 
to a sense of the past - we hold onto those who come from years ago.  We build a bridge between the work of the past and 

that yet to be accomplished. This year was no different.      

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 Don Weaver, Treasurer and chair of the Finance Committee shared in his report that the UM House is financially 
stable because of the generosity of our membership and Chuck Bolan, chair of the Properties committee offered thanks for 

the many volunteers who helped during our work weekends. Matt Goliebersuch, Communications Committee chair, 

thanked our webmaster, Chris Redmond, for his work updating our website and encouraged everyone to visit 
www.umhouse.com to see the new look.  Nancy Richards and Deb Caruso were also recognized for all they did putting 

together the newsletter. Laura Corey, who chairs our Ministry Committee, thanked all those who volunteer their time 

serving as weekly chaplains.       
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 Those leaving the board were also thanked for sharing their time, talents and energies (see previous page) and 

new members were voted in.  Beth Nelson joined the 2013 class from Western Pennsylvania and Brenda Baird, Lee 
Mount and Carolyn Stow now make up the 2014 class from Upper New York.  Sherri Rood, from the Cornersone District, 

and Joe Patterson, from the Erie-Meadville District also joined the board filling both ex-officio District Superintendent 

seats.  Board Officers were approved and the president’s gavel passed to Paul Womack from Bruce Burr, who served well 
for the year he was in office.  Among the many accomplishments under Bruce’s leadership was the development of a 125

th
 

Anniversary Committee.  Nancy Richards was appointed chair of the new committee spearheading our celebration during 

the 2013 Season.   The meeting culminated in a time of fellowship and fun following a time of prayer lead by Bob 
Richards. Hospitality abounded.  It was a delight to host visitors from the United Methodist Mission house to join us in a 

tureen dinner and time of singing with the Summer Strummers on the porch. A great time was had by all.  
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Reservation Information 
 

Reservations for the Chautauqua season may be made by any “member” of the United Methodist House.  “Members” are those who 

have financially contributed to the UM House in the past years or those who are United Methodists.  Reservations for the Retreat 

season can be made any time throughout the year. Reservations for the Chautauqua Season can only be made by calling (716) 357-

4045  after 9 am on the first Monday of October for members of the United Methodist Church / or United Methodist House and after 9 

am on the first Tuesday of October for everyone.  The reservations will be taken over the phone, on a first come – first served basis.  

Messages for reservations will not be accepted. The United Methodist House has 5 rooms to rent each week of the Chautauqua 

Season.  Four rooms accommodate 2 people in twin beds.  One room (the Wesley Suite) accommodates 4 people in twin beds and 2 

additional people in convertible chair/beds.  For the Retreat Season the House rents 7 rooms and is available for weekend or mid week 

rentals by individuals or churches.   Like all fine historic accommodations, the UM House is 100% non-smoking!  Only "seeing eye" 
pets are allowed.  Like all United Methodist facilities alcoholic beverages are prohibited.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

United Methodist House Room Reservation Procedure 
 

1. Seasonal Reservations will be taken by phone beginning the first Monday in October for members of the United Methodist 

Church and United Methodist House.  One becomes a member of the UM House by making a recorded contribution.  
 

2. Individuals may rent a room or suite for only one or two weeks.  A waiting list for each week will be maintained in the event of 
cancellations.    A week in the summer is considered  3:00 pm – Saturday to 10:00 am the following Saturday. 

 

3. A $200 deposit will be due within two weeks of booking to confirm reservation.  It will only be considered a confirmed 

reservation when the deposit is received.  The balance is due in full before April 1.  In the event you need to cancel, the deposit 

and/or the full rental will be returned only if the room can be re-rented. 
   
4.     Off-Season Rental rates must be paid in full two weeks prior use. A $100 deposit will be required within a month of making 

        the reservation.  In case of a cancellation, the $100 deposit will be returned only if the space can be re-rented. 
 

5.   Space for Churches holding programs in the UM House during the season, may be reserved at no charge….in consultation with 

      the Host Couple.   
 

6.  Reservations for Off-Season Rentals are invited at any time and up to 2 years in advance by calling Hurlbut Church..  
 

7.  Reservations may be made by calling ….  Hurlbut Memorial Community United Methodist Church at 716  357-4045. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please take Note!       Reservations for the 2012 Chautauqua Season at the United Methodist House will be 

taken over the phone starting at 9:00 am on Monday October 3,  2011 for  United Methodists or current 

members of the United Methodist House.  716  357-4045    

 

United Methodist House Room Rental Rates 

in effect until  September 1, 2011 

Seasonal 

Season opening through the week after 

Boehm Room  $ 575.  per week                               

All  Other Rooms                $ 675.  per week 

Wesley Suite  $1250.   per week 
Rentals to Church Groups Any time except during Season 

 

Retreat Season 

Labor Day- May 
For the entire UM House $425   rates reflect 2 night stays   

                        $ 100   per day...day use only 

 

Rentals to non-Church Groups Any time except during Season 

For the entire UM House    $600   per weekend   Friday-Sunday    for any 2 night stay 
                          

 

Retreat Weekend’s 

that are available 
November 2011      11/25/11 
December 2011       12/2/11 
                                 12/9/11 
                                 12/16/11 
January 2012           1/20/12 

February 2012         2/24/12 
March 2012         All of March 
April 2012                 4/6/12 
                                   4/20/12 
                                   4/27/12 
September 2012       8/31/12 
                                  9/21/12 
November 2012       11/2/12 
                                 11/16/12 
                                 11/23/12 
                                 11/30/12 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The United Methodist House at Chautauqua  

A year around center for retreats and renewal at Chautauqua  

Of fering a positive radiant expression of United Methodist Christianity.   

 Providing for spiritual refreshment, quiet renewal, friendship and fellowship!  

 

The United Methodist House is centrally located at the heart of the Chautauqua  

experience!  The United  Methodist House is available year -round for church and 

family groups!   Reservations for the Retreat Season (September - May) are 

taken at any time.  Reservations for the Chautauqua Season (end of June - 

August) are available starting on the first Monday of October of the previous 

year.      For information and reservations call 716  357 -4045.  


